
Performing Arts
Key Stage 3 
Curriculum 

Physical-Movement
Throughout KS3 , students will utilise physical and technical skills, 
dramatic devices and performance skills becoming more creative, 

competent and confident when creating, presenting and performing.   
They will continue to observe, explore, understand, experiment, 

problem solve and express themselves through the medium of Drama. 
Through use of the stage and space they will have an increased 

awareness of movement in Drama. .

Cognitive-Thinking Behavioural-Motivational and Behavioural 
Within KS3 students will be given time in which they have 

to be responsible and produce a piece of work to a 
deadline, this means they will have to work together 

as a group maturely and using everyone to reach that 
end goal. They will recognise work of others and be 
able to interpret, analyse and evaluate in order to 

help set future goals for others. 

A creative, literate 
student who has used 

their head/ heart and 
hands to develop their 

artistic literacy in 

enabling them to 
become performers for 

life. 
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In KS3, students will expand on their knowledge of Drama skills, 

techniques, styles that contribute to the process of creating a piece of 
Drama.  Continued problem solving will require pupils to retrieve prior 

learning and make new constructs to be successful in higher 
challenge problems. This will allow students to build on their 

emotional maturity, whilst understanding their own creative personal 
style and being able to explore this in group work even taking the lead 

with some work. 

Affective-Personal and Social
In KS3 students will constantly be tested working in different groups 
with students they may have never spoke to before, this will allow 

them to build up their confidence with new people and situations and 
learn to work with people they might not always choose. Their will be 
times in which they will have to lead and be responsible for those in 

their group..

Extra Curricular
Students will be actively encouraged to get involved with extra- curricular activities as part of the 
wider school experience, this could range from school shows, to leading Drama clubs with 
younger years. This will allow them to become leaders, passing on knowledge and skills they have 
learnt to younger students, whilst also building Performing Arts within the community. Students 
will be encouraged to perform in Show case evenings in which parents will be invited to , this will 
require students to  organise, plan and present their work. There also might be opportunities in 
which we take the work in to the community and these students will become aspirational to 
younger siblings/ friends etc. 

Leadership
Students will constantly be taking leadership through different parts of the 
lesson, if they are asked to direct for their group then they will be challenged 
on group decisions, asked to explain why choices were made and be 
responsible for their whole groups creative process and input. This will help 
develop their own styles and be able to see their creativity and ideas on a 
stage whether this is part of the acting/ dancing/ costumes/ lighting etc. 
They will then be able to take these skills in to the community and become 
established practitioners in the community. 

Cultural
Students will be exploring culture throughout their journey in KS3, this 
starts by looking at different styles of theatre and theatre throughout 
the time. They will be able to experiment with different genres, styles to 
lead them to choose one they are interested in for their year 9 devising 
performance. They also have an opportunity in year 9 to explore 
moments of History starting with the Titanic, working up to modern 
events such as the Hillsborough disaster. 

Super Heroes 
Drop Down 

-Basic Drama skills 
-Rehearsal Skills

-Performance Skills
-Self/Peer assess

Movies Drop 
Down 

-Basic Drama skills 
-Rehearsal Skills

-Performance Skills
-Self/Peer assess

Pantomime 
-Tension

-Physicality 
-Non Naturalistic 

skills
-Self/Peer assess

Horror
-Tension

-Physicality 
-Non Naturalistic 

skills
-Self/Peer assess

Year 7

Year 
8

Lifelong
Students will have started to make creative choices understanding their own unique style and 

how they want to develop as a practitioner. It maybe that hey want to then research and explore 
others in the field, but it will engage some students curiosity to go away and get involved with 
outside Drama clubs/ agencies in which they will develop themselves even further within the 
community, maybe one day becoming a leader in the Performing Arts industry and inspiring 

others.  

Year 9

Titanic
-The principles of 

Drama
-Using the actors 

toolbox

Bouncers/ 
shakers
Comedy 

-Script work
-style of drama

Moments of 
modern history

-Documentary 
theatre

-Devising
-working as a 

company


