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18th March 2021 

Dear Parent /Carer 

We are approaching the end of the third lateral flow test for Covid-19 in school for those who 
provided consent.   
 
Up to one in three people who have COVID-19 can spread the virus without knowing. This is because 
they have no symptoms. To reduce the spread of the virus, we need to identify those individuals. We 
can do this in schools by carrying out tests at home twice every week.  
 
The Government has recently announced that all secondary aged students will be offered regular 
asymptomatic COVID-19 tests to take at home twice a week so that we can reduce the spread of the 
virus.  
 
Testing students at home 
We understand that each child has individual needs. Many children will adapt to testing becoming 
part of their routine, others will find it more challenging. Taking part in testing is voluntary and we 
will respect your decision.  All children will be able to attend school whether they take part or not. 
We hope that the option to take the test will support families to test at home.  Test kits, which are 
free of charge, will be distributed to students in school.  
 
Taking test kits home 
Students will be given 2 home test kits on Friday 19th March at the end of the day during form time. 
We would like students to take their test twice a week. 
 
It is important that you disregard the leaflet inside the box and instead follow the guidance included 
in the separate leaflet on Your step-by-step guide for COVID-19 self-testing (version 1.3.2 and 1.3.3). 
 
Taking the test 
Make sure there is sufficient time to do the test before going to school. Preferably, this would be in 
the morning before going into school each Monday and Thursday. However, we understand that for 
some people this may be challenging. Therefore, tests can be taken the evening before school if 
needed. You need to report test results.  Please remember that results take 30 minutes and so 
sufficient time must be allowed for this. 
 
Help and support is available, including instructions in different languages on how to test and report 
the results and a video showing you how to take the test.   There is no need to keep the used test 
equipment.  After the test result has been reported, you can put it in your normal bin (household 
waste) 
 
This does not replace symptomatic testing. If you have symptoms, you should self- isolate 
immediately, book a PCR test and follow national guidelines.    
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Students aged 12-17 should do the test themselves with adult supervision. The adult may help the 
student to take the test if they need support.  
  
Students aged 11 should be tested by an adult.  
 
What should you do after the LFD test 
If anyone tests positive or gets coronavirus you, your household, and any support bubbles you are 
part of should self-isolate immediately in line with NHS Test and Trace guidance for 10 days.  
If the result of the test is unclear (void) they will need to do another test. 
 
The result of each test, whether negative, positive or void, needs to be reported using the NHS Test 
& Trace self-report website: https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result. As a school we do not have 
access to these results and so please alert us immediately if your child test positive. 
 
Please remember that if you child develops symptoms at any time, such as a high temperature; a 

new, continuous cough; or a loss or change to their sense of smell or taste, they self-isolate 

immediately.  You will need to book a test by calling 119 or visiting https://www.gov.uk/get-

coronavirustest. 

 
Please contact me by email at d.sutch@cansfield.wigan.sch.uk if you have any questions or concerns 
about home testing.   
 
Thank you for your support. 
  
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Mrs D Sutch 
Business Manager 
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