
 

Exclusive to The Key for School Leaders. Full references are available online. 

The Key for School Leaders is a national information service that provides busy school leaders with instant answers to questions 
on all aspects of managing a school. Members use our service to save time, solve problems and increase efficiency. 

To try the service, visit www.thekeysupport.com/SL 
© The Key Support Services Limited. For terms of use, visit https://www.thekeysupport.com/SL-terms-of-use 
 

 

An updated version of Keeping Children Safe in Education is in force from 5 September 2016. We 

summarise the main changes and additions to the document below. 

Designated safeguarding lead (DSL) 

The DSL should be a member of the senior leadership team and take lead responsibility for safeguarding. 

Schools may also decide to have one or more deputy DSLs. The DSL and/or a deputy should always be 

available to staff during school hours. 

Safeguarding training 

In addition to existing safeguarding training requirements, the knowledge and skills of the DSL and any 

deputies should be updated at least annually. Staff should also receive safeguarding updates at least 

annually. 

Safer recruitment 

Section 128 direction checks are required for governors and staff involved in managing an independent 

school, including academies and free schools. These checks are also covered by barred list checks. 

Employer Access Online has been replaced by the Teacher Services system, which can be used to carry 

out prohibition from teaching and section 128 direction checks. 

The new guidance also has more detail on checks on people who have lived or worked outside the UK.  

Reporting and recording concerns 

All staff need to be aware of the early help process and be prepared to identify children who may benefit. 

The guidance distinguishes between a ‘concern’ about a child and ‘immediate danger or risk of harm’.  

Concerns should be discussed, if possible, with the DSL, and a course of action decided on. Where a child 

is in immediate danger or at risk of harm, a referral should be made to children’s social care and/or the 

police immediately. Anyone can make a referral. In both cases, staff making a referral should inform the 

DSL as soon as possible. 

All concerns, discussions and decisions should be recorded in writing. 

Staff should know how to maintain an appropriate level of confidentiality while liaising with relevant 

professionals. 

Online safety 

Schools should ensure appropriate filters and monitoring systems are in place to protect pupils from 

inappropriate and harmful online material.  

Schools should consider a whole-school approach to online safety, including a clear policy on the use of 

mobile technology.  

Teaching pupils about safeguarding 

Schools should now teach pupils about safeguarding, including staying safe online. 

Specific safeguarding issues 

There is more information about specific safeguarding issues including children missing in education, 

female genital mutilation and radicalisation, now in annex A.  
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