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THE PREVENT DUTY  

 

What is the Prevent Strategy? 

Prevent is part of the Governments counter – terrorism strategy to stop people 

becoming terrorists or supporting terrorism. The Prevent Strategy, published by the 

Government in 2011 seeks to: 

 Respond to the ideological challenge of terrorism and aspects of extremism, 

and the threats posed by those who promote these views 

 Provide practical help to prevent people being drawn into terrorism and 

ensure they are given the appropriate advice and support  

 Work with a wide range of sectors where there are risks of radicalisation 

which need to be addressed , including, education, criminal justice, faith, 

charities, the internet and health 

Useful Definitions 
 

Extremism is defined in the 2011 Prevent strategy as vocal or active opposition to 

fundamental British values, including democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and 

mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs. Also included is the calls 

for death of members of our armed forces. 

 

Radicalisation refers to the process by which a person comes to support terrorism 

and extremist ideologies associated with terrorist groups 

 

British Values are democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect 

and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. 

 

The Prevent Duty 

From 1st July 2015 all schools are subject to a duty under section 26 of the Counter 

– Terrorism and Security Act 2015 to have ‘due regard to the need to prevent 

people from being drawn into terrorism’’. This is known as the Prevent Duty. There 

are four themes within the Prevent Duty; - risk assessment, working in partnership, 

training, IT, building resilience to radicalisation. 

 

What it means for School 

 

If we are to fulfil the Prevent Duty it is essential that staff are able to identify 

students who may be vulnerable to radicalisation and know what to do when they 

are identified. Protecting children from the risk of radicalisation should be seen as 

part of our wider safeguarding duties and is similar in nature to protecting children 

from other harms eg drugs, neglect , physical abuse etc.  

We should also build pupils’ resilience to radicalisation by promoting fundamental 

British values and enabling them to challenge extremist views. The Prevent Duty is 

not intended to stop students debating controversial issues but rather, provide a safe 

space in which students and staff can understand the risks associated with terrorism 
and develop the knowledge and the skills to be able to challenge extremist 

arguments 

 

The statutory guidance on the Prevent Duty on schools follows four themes. 



 

1. Risk Assessment 

We are expected to assess the risk of children being drawn into terrorism, including 

support for extremist ideas that are part of terrorist ideology. This means having a 

general understanding of the risks affecting children and young people in the area and 

a specific understanding of how to identify individual children who may be at risk of 

radicalisation and how to support them. The risks affecting young people will vary 

from area to area and according to age. Local authorities and police will have 

contextual information which will help schools in the process. 

Identifying ‘at risk’ pupils 

 

There is no single way to identify a young person at risk and there are no known 

definitive indicators that a young person is vulnerable to radicalisation, however 

there are a number of signs that together increase the risk. Signs of vulnerability 

include:    

 Underachievement 

 Poverty  

 Social exclusion 

 Traumatic events 

 Global or national events 

 Religious conversion 

 Change in behaviour 

 Extremist influences 

 Conflict with family over lifestyle 

 Confused identity 

 Victim or witness to race or hate crimes 

 Rejection by peers, family, social groups or faith 

 Being in possession of extremist literature 

Early indicators of radicalisation or extremism may include: 

 Showing sympathy for extremist causes 

 Glorifying violence, especially to other faiths or cultures 

 Out of character changes in dress, behaviour and peer relationships 

 Secretive behaviour 

 Intolerance of difference, including faith culture, gender ,race or sexuality 

 Graffiti, art work or writing that displays extremist themes 

 Verbalising anti – Western or anti –British views 

 Advocating violence towards others 

 Attempts to impose extremist views or practices on others 

 On line searches or sharing extremist messages or social profiles 

 Evidence of possessing extremist literature     



There can also be some very powerful narratives, programmes and networks 

that young people can come across online so involvement with particular groups 

may not be apparent. 

 

1. Working in partnership 

Local Safeguarding Children Boards [LSCBs] are to co-ordinate local agencies 

responses to safeguarding children from extremism or radicalisation. They will refer 
to radicalisation or extremism concerns in their threshold of need guidance. Other 

partners in particular the police may be able to provide advice and support to 

schools. Effective partnerships with parents is also important to signpost them 

towards sources of support. 

 

2. Staff training 

The Home Office has developed a training package called WRAP [Workshop to 

Raise Awareness of Prevent] but individual schools should decide their own training 

needs. As a minimum Designated Safeguarding Lead should undertake Prevent 

awareness training and be able to offer advice and support to other staff.  

 

3. IT policies 

All schools need to ensure that children are safe from extremist and terrorist 

material when accessing the internet in school. Schools need to ensure that suitable 

filtering is in place and be mindful of students using community languages to 

circumvent filtering. As with other risks from harm, every teacher needs to be aware 

of the risks posed by the online activity of extremist and terrorist groups. As part of 

our internet safety programme we need to develop an awareness of online risks and 

how extremists use social media to engage with young people 

 

Building childrens’s resilience to radicalisation 

Schools should offer a ‘safe environment’ to explore sensitive or controversial 

topics. They should also satisfy themselves that any resources they use are suitable 

for pupils. 

Schools are already required by law to teach a broad and balanced curriculum which 

promotes spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils [SMSC] and 

within this fundamental British values 

Personal, Social and Health Education [PHSE] is considered an effective way to give 

time to consider sensitive or controversial topics, give students skills and knowledge 

to understand difficult situations, learn to recognise and manage risk, learn to make 

safer choices and deal with peer pressure when it threatens their personal safety and 

well being. 

 

Citizenship helps to provide students with the knowledge, skills and understanding to 

prepare them to play a full and active role in society. To, understand political and 

social issues, learn about democracy, government and how laws are made, learn 

about diversity and the wide range of ethnic identities in the UK, learn about the 

need for mutual respect and understanding. 
 

 



What to do if you have a concern about individual students 

 

Identify the concern 

Inform the Designated lead in the usual way 

The DSL will refer to social care or the Prevent lead 

For non urgent concerns the police can be called on 101 

 

The DFE has a dedicated helpline for extremism ;02073407264 

Email counter.extremism@education.gsi.gov.uk 

 
 


